Diagnosis of Amyloidosis
Why fat pad is not always the way
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b-pleated sheet conformation confers
affinity to Congo red
common to ALL types of amyloid

Diagnosis of amyloid requires biopsy



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b8/Beta-meander1.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b8/Beta-meander1.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3d/1GZX_Haemoglobin.png
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3d/1GZX_Haemoglobin.png

<> Congo red binding sites
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Congo red = bright red color:
- first synthesized in 1883 by Paul Bottiger

(Friedrich Bayer Company, Germany)
- textile dye
- the company was not interested, filed the patent

under his name and sold it to the AGFA company of Berlin
- AGFA marketed the dye under the name "Congo red"
1884 Berlin West Africa Conference, colonization of Africa
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The Congo River (aka the Zaire River) = a river in Africa
- deepest river in the world, with measured depths >230 m (750 ft)

- 2nd largest river in the world by volume of water discharged (after Amazon)
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